
With Christmas just around the corner, it’s easy to get caught up in the parties and presents – it

is the silly season after all. But the festive season is also a time for reflection, and with your

family around you, an ideal time to discuss how you can help those less fortunate.

Here are four reasons why Christmas is the perfect time to start a conversation about

philanthropy.
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1.         It’s the season of giving

Christmas is a time of giving – we spend time and money finding the perfect gifts for those we

care about, waiting excitedly for their reactions when they open their presents. It’s during the

Christmas period that we often realise giving is more rewarding than receiving.

This joy of giving is at the heart of philanthropy, enabling us to positively impact the

communities we care about. With your Christmas spirit in full swing, now is the perfect time to

explore the rewards of structured giving.

2.         Everyone is in the room – the opportunity is now

Christmas may be one of the few times when your family comes together. So it’s a great

opportunity to discuss the causes your family cares about and how philanthropy might be

something you can do together. We often hear stories about multi-generations sitting around

the table discussing causes they are passionate about, and how powerful this impact and

bonding time can be.

3.         The gift of giving – for your children

It’s important to talk about your philanthropy with your children. You may be making a big

difference to the lives of others, but if your children don’t understand why you’re doing it, they

may not appreciate what it means to you.

Research out of the UN and the University of Indiana (A Tradition of Giving) tells us that parents

who talk about charitable giving inspire action in their children. Christmas is a great opportunity

to raise the importance of giving and to instill a community minded philosophy in your children.

4.         Inspire action for the coming year

While you may already give to charity on a casual basis, structured giving has more of a

profound impact than ad hoc donations. In fact, the Giving Australia 2016 research project

found that those who structure their giving donate six times more to the causes they care about.

There’s no better time to put giving on the agenda. Set a goal and make yourself accountable for

the coming 12 months – it could be as simple as an initial discussion with an adviser.

However you choose to approach it, incorporating philanthropy into your Christmas cheer could

make it the most rewarding festive season yet.
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Want more information about giving?

Get in touch with our philanthropy specialists via phone 1800 501 227,  email or by submitting a

form online.

email

submit form

Perpetual’s Philanthropic Services are provided by Perpetual Trustee Company Limited (PTCo), ABN 42 000

001 007, AFSL 236643. This webpage has been prepared by PTCo and may contain information contributed

by third parties. It contains general information only and is not intended to provide you with advice or take into

account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs. The information is believed to be accurate at

the time of compilation and is provided by PTCo in good faith. You should consider whether the information is

suitable for your circumstances and we recommend that you seek professional advice. To the extent

permitted by law, no liability is accepted for any loss or damage as a result of any reliance on this information.

PTCo does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of any wording in this document which was

contributed by a third party. View the Perpetual Private Trustee Service Financial Services Guide.
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